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Instrumentation

Piano

Strings (minimum 5.5.4.3.2; recommended 8.8.6.4.3)

Performance Notes

Notation Conventions

- Hairpins should be played smoothly and should last for the notated duration. Notes are tied together
solely to indicate hairpin duration, and should not be rearticulated. Similarly, glissandi should not be
rearticulated across note values, unless otherwise indicated.

- mindicates ‘niente’ The player should begin/end as softly as is physically possible when given this
dynamic.

Articulations
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Staccati indicate short Accents indicate that Staccatissimi indicate Marcati indicate

and detached yet still notes should be given extremely brief, punchy, very loud, heavily

substantial notes. special emphasis. and emphatic notes. emphasized notes.
Divisi

- Players’ stands are noted by Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3...), while inside/outside players are noted with @
or ‘b’ Thus, the principal is denoted ‘1a’ “4b’ would indicate the fourth stand’s inside player. If there is not
a fourth stand, ‘4a’ or ‘4b’ should always refer to the last stand’s players.

Coordination and Cues
- During passages that are not rigorously measured, it is of the utmost importance for musicians to note
that events need not be precisely coordinated. Lines should be allowed to proceed according to individual
musicians’ inspiration.
- Arrows are given as cues for the conductor during unmeasured sections. White arrows
47 J indicate general cues; black half-arrows indicate beats that should be given with the left
hand. Tempo markings are always given for the half-arrows.

Feathered Beaming

w - Feathered beams indicate an unmeasured increase in rhythmic value. Exact
number of notes is unimportant.




Performance Notes (cont.)

Repeats, Cues, and Communication

E - Repeats indicate that the player should repeat an enclosed gesture in their
own time, not attempting to coordinate with others.

- Boxes are very similar to repeats; when they appear in sections,
E however, each musician should repeat the material as quickly as they
can without synchronizing with their section members.

. - Beams indicate that a note should be sustained until cued or otherwise
indicated.

v

—— - The soloist is often given boxes in the left hand with small arrows; these
indicate that the enclosed figure should be repeated, always softly, in the
background and out of time. Hand substitution is often required.

Bow Techniques

- Molto sul ponticello (m.s.p.) should be noisy and gritty, bringing out as many partials as possible; molto
sul tasto (m.s.t.) should be as light and flutelike as possible.

- ‘Normale’ (norm.) ALWAYS refers to bowing in the usual position on the string; ordinaire (ord.) is used
to reset after techniques like pizz. or snap pizz.

- Arrows are used to indicate a gradual transition between one performance technique to the next and
should last for the notated duration. Double-headed arrows indicate that players should move back and
forth in their own time between the two indicated techniques.

~—y Wedges indicate that the performer should gradually increase bow pressure; pitches should
remain clear unless otherwise indicated.

- X noteheads are scratch tones and should not create any pitch; for these to sound, the player is
asked to mute the string in question and to overbow.

i

-] - For these figures, the player is asked to hold the same pitches and bow
I crazily and randomly across the strings. This is not always a loud effect, but
should always be fast.

b

Harmonics

- Artificial harmonics follow standard notation: regular notehead for held pitch, diamond for
—©— fingered.

y
i i f - I; 7 - Natural harmonics are notated using diamond
U~ ' noteheads over the relevant open string indicated in
s | parentheses. Roman numerals are also used for maximum
) e Te—— — s clarity. For a cello, the written passage in the bottom stave
R e — 285 sounds as the top stave.




Program Notes

Having lived most of my life in major metropolitan centers, nature has only rarely served as an
inspiration for my work, and never more so than with The Light That Breaks Through. Written at an artist
colony in upstate New York, I found myself surrounded by all kinds of novel sights - vast stretches of
open sky, meadows of wild thyme, vistas of the Hudson Valley extending out into an ageless horizon. I
began taking multiple walks a day to try and soak it all in, as if to make up for my years spent in the city.

This piece derives its title from the beauty of sunlight spilling through crevices in the sky. Filtered
through crisscrossing branches and insouciant cloud layers, the resultant light on my forest walks
possessed a sprightly capriciousness. I felt a kind of kinship with its occasional clarity, particularly as an
improviser: I often sit at the piano for hours before ideas solidify beyond the haze of experimentation
and into music.

I sought to create a concerto that would feel like one of these unbroken improvisations: the pianist
fantasizing, the strings evoking the soloist’s imagined soundscapes. The piano begins by tentatively
poking and prodding at a simple three-note motif, and as such, the strings cast a similarly uncertain
backdrop. As the soloist extends into grander, more explosive gestures, the strings swell in strength and
take on a life of their own. Eventually, the piano emphatically regains control, and gradually returns to
the opening material, as though recovering a lost memory. This time, the pianist gently invites the strings
into a hymn-like melody. The piece culminates in celebratory arpeggios of the main motif that gradually
drift up and away, retracting into the pianist’s highest register.

This piece is dedicated to Lauren Hall, whose constancy and dedication have shone brightly in otherwise
cloudy times.

Completed in residence at the Millay Colony for the Arts

Completed 10/18/2020

Duration: c. 11°20”




for Lauren Hall

h THE LIGHT THAT BREAKS THROUGH
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is given in each musician's part during unmeasured sections, but additional cues from the conductor may be useful.
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