KEEPER OF WINDS

for soprano saxophoneStging quartet, & piano




Soprano Saxophone

Instrumentation :

Violin I
Violin II
Viola

Violoncello O
Piano

Performance ]@99
General Q

Trills
- All trills are notated with a bolded #r above a note; g a flluiggly line extending as long as the trill
should last.
- A small parenthetical note will be provided be V

musicians should trill to.
Saxophone @

cgular note; this indicates which note

Slap

- A “+’ above a note indicates that the sOgggtgfould use the slap tongue technique on the note. The
intention is to create a sharp, per ticulation on a note.

Air Sounds

- Square noteheads denote off soghds, No pitch should sound; the effect should be a rush of white noise.

Growl
- Growls or fluttertong Q

note they are playing to cI

nterchangeable. To create the effect as intended, the player should sing the
e a buzzing, guttural sound.

Bisbigliando
- Bisbigliando o trifl rapidly between alternate fingerings of the same note.



Performance Notes (continued)

Multiphonics

- Two multiphonics are required in the piece’s first movement. Emphasize the noi s andgllynamic
range of the effect. Fingerings are provided from The Techniques of Saxophone Pl WCus Weiss
and Giorgio Netti.
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Microtones Q

- All microtones are intended to be quartertones between ‘regular’ semitones. They are exclusively
deployed as part of quasi-glisses; e.g. between E to g, the wriften notes are E, E half sharp, E, F half sharp,
F#, F sharp-and-a-half, G.

- The intention, then, isn’t necessarily pitch pregiggein ™is piece, quartertones should simply be
thought of as microtonally inflected passing tone een regular pitches.

Bow Positions

- 's.p. denotes sul ponticello, and d ratchy and gritty.

- ‘s.t’ dnotes sul tasto, and shoulg armonic.

fa
Harmonics

- Artificial harmonics folloggstagfdargPhotation: a regular notehead below, and a diamond notehead for
where to touch the string,

- Natural harmonics fo imilar notation. However, the regular notehead is in parentheses, to note
that these pitches are o ings and therefore are not fingered.

Piano &
Muted String

- A+ abo eans that the note should be muted inside the piano with the left hand. The only
he cg
te.

muted nogg 1 re piece is a D4; for ease of access, the pianist may wish to label the string with a
small stigky



Program Notes

ena caused by wind,

definitions shaped the direction and ideas behind the piece.

The music is intense and virtuosic, moving between extremes in r dygmic, and timbre. The
first movement, ‘Particle Dance, is a tempestuous and dramatic spired by wind erosion,
an Aeolian process by which winds gradually wear down geol ations. Here, the music is
fragmented and explosive, filled with wild slashes of motion a ttegd, dust-like gestures. At the
movement’s climax, the music abruptly stops, transitioning pended second movement,
‘Sandur’ Named for the vast plains formed by glacier deposits, t usic evokes the eerie harshness

of winds that characterize these areas. High, shimmering Wyggg gl#fses encircle microtonal lines in the
soloist’s altissimo register as bell-like bass tones in the piano riffg out. Finally, the music gathers energy
into the final, running movement - ‘Aeolian Processes. Filled with rushing motion and soaring, virtuosic
lines, this final movement opts for a sense of gradufiygyolutigh in its energetic textures. The piece
culminates in a climactic, barely contained, ferociously sive cadenza.

Many thanks to Shivam Patel for so generously corNglissioning and learning such an ambitious piece.

N

issioned by Shivam Patel
ompleted 12/30/2024

Duration: c. 19-20°
This is a tranposing score.
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