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Instrumentation

3 Flutes

2 Oboes

3 Clarinets in Bb
3 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C (straight mutes)
2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

4 Timpani tuned to F2, Bb2, D3, G3
Percussion (3 players):

Percussion 1:

Tam-tam, xylophone, bassdrum (shared with Perc. 2)

Percussion 2:
Glockenspiel, bass drum (shared with Perc. 1)

Percussion 3:
Snare drum,triangle

Harp
Piano/Celesta in I=formation

Strings

This is a C score.
Duration: c. 9°45”




Performance Notes

General:

Hairpins and Glissandi

- Hairpins and glissandi should be played smoothly and should last for the notated duration.
Glissandi may sometimes have stems written out for rhythmic clarity, and should not be
rearticulated.

o - Hairpins with circles at the end indicate cresc./dim. to silence.

Articulations
_ > Y A
- = & - r - 2 -
oV
Y,
Staccati indicate short Accents indicate that Stagcatissimi.indicate Marcati indicate
and detached yet still notes should be given extremely brief, punchy, very loud, heavily
substantial notes. special emphasis. and emphatic notes. emphasized notes.
Stemless Noteheads
P be~, o~ Stemless noteheads indicate unspecified rhythms for performers to interpret
based on spacing. Sections need not be coordinated.
Feathered Beaming

E E E E E E E Feathered beams indicate an unmeasured increase in rhythmic value. Sections

need not be coordinated.

{f} - This symbol indicates damping for percussion and tongue stops for winds.

Air Noise

- Air noise is always notated on a percussion staff with crosses for maximum clarity, regardless of
instrument. No pitches should sound.at any peint during these sections. Performers should make
the air sounds as clear as possible. Different strategies for achieving the desired effect are given under

each family’s specific comments.

Woodwinds:

- Rapidly repeated notes without'staccati or phrase markings indicate that notes should be lightly
tongued while remaining as connected as possible.

Flute

- Air noise for the flute:may be produced on any fingering. When producing ‘hu-ee’ or ‘hee-uu’ air
sounds, flautists should blow with lips covering the embouchure hole entirely. ‘Hu-ee’ should bend
the sound upward, while ‘hee-uu’ downward.

@LL ‘Hu-ee’ g_% ‘Hee-uu’

- Fluttertongue is indicated with flz. and three lines of tremolo.

Clarinet
- Air noiseforelarinets should be made without the reed vibrating at all, and played with an open
throat position.



Brass:

- Air noise may be most effectively produced by turning mouthpieces around, placing the cup
against the leadpipe. Blowing through the shank should then create a strong sound.devoid of pitch.
Note that the dynamics indicate the volume of the resulting sound.

- Notes culminating in tongue stops should always flair dramatically at the end.
- All mutes are straight mutes. They should not be in when playing air noise.
- Fluttertongue is indicated with flz. and three lines of tremolo.

Percussion:

Timpani
4 timpani should be used: 29in. (tuned initially to F2, with pedal), 26in. (tuned to Bb2), 24in.
(tuned to D3), and 22in. (tuned initially to G3, with pedal)

Pitched Percussion
- Unless indicated otherwise, the default should be to let all pitches ring through.
- Glockenspiel sounds two octaves higher than written.

Unpitched Percussion : 11 y .
P - Circular swirls indicate that the percussionist should scrape the surface

of the drumhead/tam-tam in a circular pattern with the mallets indicated,
changing the speed of the pattern/pressure on the instrument as needed to
match the dynamic requested.

- An ordinary notehead means that the.expected mallet for the instrument should
be used - snare drum would have snare sticks and tam-tam a tam-tam beater.

- X noteheads on unpitched percussion instruments always indicate wire brushes
should be used.

’ - A diamond notehead for the tam<tam indicates a slash with the triangle beater

9 from the center of the instrument out.

- The bass drum is shared between percussionists 1 and 2, and should be laid out accordingly.

Mallets Required

- Percussionist 1: Tam-tam beater, wire brushes, triangle beater, yarn mallets, hard (rubber)
mallets, bass drum mallet

- Percussionst 2: Hard (plastic) mallets, bass drum mallet

- Percussionst 3: Wire brushes, snare sticks, triangle beater

Harp and Keyboard:

Harp

- Harp harmonics (notated with the standard circle above the notes) sound an octave higher than
written.

- Harp should not be dampened at any point, save staccati.



Piano

- On the piano, if a pedal-release marking is not given for notes with l.v. markings, the pedal may be
released once the pitches ring through.

- Piano and celesta should be set up in an L-position, such that the keyboardist may playthe celesta
with the right hand and piano with the left hand as needed.

- The pianist is asked to knock against the wood of the piano with knuckles to create a soft, hollow,
percussive effect. The pedal should be held down to increase sustain. Thispassage.is notated with X
noteheads on a percussion staft.

Strings:
Bow Techniques
o - Molto spiccato indicates that the player should bounce the bow vigorously against the

strings to produce the notated pitches.

- Molto sul ponticello (M.S.P.) should be noisy and gritty, bringing out as many partials
as possible; molto sul tasto (M.S.T.) should be as light and flutelike as possible.

- Air sounds are made by muting the indicated string with the palmand bowing lightly.

Special Notations

—>—— - Artificial harmonics follow standard notation: regular notehead for held pitch, diamond
_67
—— for fingered.

E - Overbowed notes are notated with square noteheads. The example to the left would be
g —

an overbowed artificial harmonic.

strike with palms - The celli and:basses are‘asked to strike the sides of their
S N N N PN instruments with the palms of their hands. These sections are
EdEgndEgndng notated on-a.two-line percussion staff to distinguish between

strikes on the upper shoulder of the instrument, and strikes on the
lower body. Players should strive to make as crisp.and articulate of sounds as possible.

&
# ¢ - Natural harmonics are notated using filled-in diamond
¢ | ®) : : . .
%d) — heads with a circle above to indicate duration as well as
I pitch. On a cello, the written passage in the bottom stave
111 II o sounds as the top stave.
o o O ﬂ:-e
CE===
> —




Program Notes

Particulate matter is defined by the EPA as a potentially hazardous mixture of solid and
liquid particles in the air. Growing up in an increasingly polluted metropolitan center, I
found myself drawn to this image of a million airborne atomies whirling past each other,
unseen yet harmful. They seemed a perfect metaphor for.the chaotic soup of thoughts,
reminders, distractions, and non sequiturs that flitted through my mind day in and day
out. This perpetual state of mental white noise gradually became the norm as I began to
learn how to focus on the tasks appointed me.

Mind Over (Particulate) Matter is about this search for.focus in a world of mental
particulate matter.
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