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Instrumentation

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in Bb
Alto Saxophone
Bassoon

Percussion :

Piano

Violin
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass (low C ext.)

Marimba (4.3), glockenspiel

This is a C score. 
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Performance Notes
General:

Feathered beams indicate an unmeasured increase/decrease in rhythmic value. 
Musicians should make an effort to play only the number of notes written.

Woodwinds:

Flute
 - Fluttertongue is indicated with flz. and three lines of tremolo. 
 - Half-air, half-pitched notes are indicated with a slash through the notehead. They should be airy and 
unfocused; feel free to produce higher partials than indicated!

Saxophone
 - Slap tongue is indicated with a ‘+’ symbol above the note in question. It should be treated as an 
articulation. 
 - Fluttertongue is indicated with flz. and three lines of tremolo.

Symbols and Articulations

Percussion:

Required instruments: Marimba (4.3) and glockenspiel. Ideally, the glockenspiel should be within reach of 
the marimba to ensure quick changes.

Strings:

 - Natural harmonics are notated using diamond noteheads over the 
relevant open string indicated in parentheses. Roman numerals are 
also used for maximum clarity. On a cello, the written passage in the 
bottom stave sounds as the top stave.
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Program Notes

I love watching ensembles play. There’s always so much happening at any given moment: all the 
cuing and tuning and listening and watching. The complicated group dynamics going on can be 
dizzying to keep track of, and within larger chamber ensembles, there can be such an intricate web 
of communication that it feels like a miracle that pieces hold together at all.

This kind of intimate group communication happens all the time in nature, and one of the most 
familiar is the flock. Flocks of birds have often been written about in a near-mythological manner - 
the massive patterns they form and their hypnotic motion have inspired studies and superstitions 
alike. They can grow to be tens of thousands strong, but despite all their apparent organization, 
flocks do not have a solitary leader. Instead, individuals hone in on the signals of their seven closest 
neighbors, and they move about together. Since each neighbor will have its own seven neighbors and 
so on, a signal from one end of the flock eventually ripples all the way to the other.

Of a Feather is inspired by the whirling coordination of flocks. Gestures are imitated and scattered 
throughout the group à la flock communication, and much of the vocabulary of the piece is defined 
by rushing motion. The piece is mercurial and vibrant, moving rapidly through key areas while 
freely expanding and contracting its motifs. Ultimately, Of a Feather is a study in ensemble 
communication, treating its members equally as individuals and parts of a whole.

Many thanks to Justus and Elizabeth Schlichting for commissioning the piece, and much gratitude to 
the fellows of the 2023 Bang on a Can Summer Festival for realizing it.

Completed 05/27/2023

Commissioned by Justus and Elizabeth Schlichting 
for the 2023 Bang on a Can Summer Music Festival

FO
R 

PE
RU

SA
L 

US
E 

ON
LY



{

°

¢

°

¢

{

Flute

Oboe

Bb	Clarinet

Alto	Saxophone

Bassoon

Glockenspiel

Piano

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

n ê f mf p

Vibrant,	
ighty,	q	=	120

mf pp

mf pp

n ê ff n

mf pp

mf p

f mf mf p

Vibrant,	
ighty,	q	=	120

n ê f n ê f p

n ê f n ê f p

2 3 4

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

24 44 34

&

half-air,	half-pitch
'shh'

>

ord.> non	vib.

5 3

Score	in	C

Bobby	Ge

Commissioned	by	Justus	and	Elizabeth	Schlichting	for	the	2023	Bang	on	a	Can	Summer	Music	Festival

OF	A	FEATHER

& ∑
>

non	vib.

5

& ∑
>

&
air	sounds

> ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
›

∑
yarn	mallets

>

3
∑ ∑

& ∑

>
–

∑

? ∑

°
_

∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑
pizz.>

arco>
non	vib. pressure	trill s.p.

3 5

B ∑

>

ric.

> .....>

?
>

ric.
> .....>

?
‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

G g
≈ ‰ Œ œ œ#

R
œ œ œ œ w w

œ ™ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ w

Œ œ ™ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ ˙ w

) )™ Œ

œ Œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ ™
™

œ# œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ
Œ Ó

œ ‰ œ Œ œ œ#
J

œ œ œ ™ œ ˙ Ȯ ˙ Ȯ ˙ Ȯ
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™
œ œ

R
œ œ œ ˙ Ȯ

œ œ œ œ
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