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Instrumentation

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in A
Bassoon

Horn in F
Trumpet in C
Tenor Trombone

Percussion (3 players):

Piano

Strings (minimum 4.3.3.3.1)

Percussion 1:
Crotales, marimba

Percussion 2:
Vibraphone

Percussion 3:
Whip, bass drum, triangle, wood block

This is a C score.
Duration: c. 10’30’’
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Performance Notes
General:

Feathered beams indicate an unmeasured increase/decrease in rhythmic value.
Musicians should make an effort to play only the number of notes written.

- Notes culminating in tongue stops should always flair dramatically at the end.

Woodwinds:

Flute
- Fluttertongue is indicated with flz. and three lines of tremolo.

Symbols and Articulations

- Air noise is always notated with square noteheads. No pitches should
sound at any point during these sections. It may be most effectively
produced by turning mouthpieces around and placing the cup against
the leadpipe. Blowing through the shank should then create a strong
sound devoid of pitch. Note that the dynamics indicate the volume of
the resulting sound.

Brass:

Percussion:

Percussion 1:
Required instruments: Crotales, marimba

Percussion 3:
Required instruments: Whip, bass drum, triangle, wood block

Percussion 2:
Required instruments: Vibraphone

Strings:

- Natural harmonics are notated using diamond noteheads over the
relevant open string indicated in parentheses. Roman numerals are
also used for maximum clarity. On a cello, the written passage in the
bottom stave sounds as the top stave.
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Program Notes

I have long been familiar with ukiyo (translating to ‘the floating world’). The ubiquitous print Great
Wave Off the Coast of Kanegawa by Hokusai was always attractive to me for its narrative intensity,
but it was not until recently that I began to appreciate ukiyo’s most discussed feature: the evocation
of motion. Perhaps it was because of just how much change I was experiencing, but I became
attracted to this notion of beauty in ephemera, leading me naturally to the nonchalant, wispy
impermanence of ukiyo prints.

The first ukiyo prints, created in the 17th century, depicted scenes of common life in Kyoto as well as
popular entertainers of the time, from geisha to sumo wrestlers. The focus on these earthier, ‘lower’
subjects captured the newfound joie de vivre that permeated a newly affluent Japanese society:
perhaps the subjects worthy of preservation did not exclusively have to be lofty and noble. Instead,
ukiyo-e suggested that any evocative moment was deserving of immortality, whether a wrestling
match, a busy day at the market, a wild day at sea, or a gust of wind taking with it people’s hats.

This piece,The Floating World, seeks to capture ukiyo’s energetic lust for life through its bubbling
vitality. The music rarely sits still, perpetually moving from one harmony to the next as whirling
lines spin their way through the ensemble. Every aspect of the piece, from its shimmering
orchestration and effusive sequences to its rhythmic instability and melodic transience, is meant to
evoke the exuberance of ukiyo prints.

The Floating World was commissioned by the ArtZenter Institute for the San Francisco
Contemporary Music Players, and is dedicated to my dearest Ellie Cherry, whose ebullience,
whimsy, and support are endlessly encouraging to me. Work commenced while in residence at
Copland House, Cortlandt Manor, New York, as a recipient of the Copland House Residency Award.

For Ellie

Completed 04/25/2023

Commissioned by the San Francisco Contemporary Music Players as part
of the inaugural ArtZenter Institute Grant

“Living only for the moment, savoring the moon, the snow, the cherry
blossoms, and the maple leaves, singing songs, drinking wine, and diverting
oneself in simply floating, unconcerned by the prospect of imminent
poverty, buoyant and carefree, like a gourd carried along with the current of
the river: this is what we call ukiyo.”

- Asai Royōi, Kyoto native and Buddhist priest
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THE	FLOATING	WORLD
for	Ellie
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