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Percussion 2:

Vibraphone, reso%%k metal (something noisy like

a thunder sheet)

88-key MIDI kefNagagll, attached to laptop with
Resolume Are @: ¢l Ableton Live patches

2 Violins %
Viola

Violonce
Cont S

This is a C score.
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Performance Notes

Technical Needs

Software

- This piece requires an 88-key velocity-sensitive synthesizer running into a laptop with two softwares:
Ableton Live and Resolume Arena. The composer will provide the necessary patche¥or both.

Amplification

- The synthesizer part will need to be connected to stereo speakers. Monitors&gjght bgruseful to the other
musicians, and audio engineers should strive to carefully balance the electro WVG instruments.

- A useful benchmark is the synthesizer’s highest octave: a high, bright ar, ' The sound should be
balanced such that it is comparable to the wind section playing forte.

Video

- The visuals are an extremely important part of the piece, and they sho e projected on to as large of a
screen as is possible in the space. Ideally, if possible, lights shouldgbe dimmed for the audience to make the

experience more theatrical.

General:
Symbols and Techniques Q
Feathered beams indicate an unmeasured increase/decrease in rhythmic value.

ﬂ Exact number of notes does not matter.

$ - This symbol indicates damping for perv
a2; blow air

. —=——— - Airgfis ways notated with square noteheads. No pitches should
! S e— 1 sounga int during these sections.

- Multiphonics are generally notated oglliamond noteheads; in this particular piece, the exact
pitch content of such multiphonics j vant. Musicians should always strive for loud, noisy, and easily
accessible multiphonics that they ost comfortable playing.

Strings: Q
7/ n #:2

& ——— ——< - Natural harmonics are notated using diamond noteheads over the

Jgr = relevant open string indicated in parentheses. Roman numerals are
o also used for maximum clarity. On a cello, the written passage in the
S S | bottom stave sounds as the top stave.
A ——
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Program Notes

This piece was conceived when a good friend of mine, Elicia Neo, mentioned to mcfghat she was
learning Blender, a free animation software that, for whatever reason, seemed s donut-
obsessed. For reasons still unclear to me, animating a donut was the Blender equivalent of ‘Hello,
World!, and the more I thought about this, the more amusing yet existenti ' cations
became. The donut seemed a perfect metaphor for the superficiality of the rld,
distinguished as much by its immediate appeal as by its fundamental e wondered how
many digital donuts existed by virtue of Blender, and I wondered how, e used as assets in
video games, films, images, memes, and beyond.

It occurred to me that even prior to the onslaught of open-sourcg generative AI models, there
were probably more digital replicas of objects than there were gfftugpobjects in the world. Between
photos, drawings, animations, emoji, and derivatives thereof, il realm - the virtual world,
the ‘metaverse, or whatever dystopic buzzword is next - wa ing and ever-deepening in
its expansive, cannibalistic project of cataloguing every co bl thought, symbol, and idea its

screen-addled users could provide. And again, this was at a wildly uncontrolled rate even
before the likes of ChatGPT were unleashed.

Q]

You Are a Topological Donut recounts, by way of its corny meditation stylings, a history of
donut imagery. The piece begins with old-timey pgotos agd moves through increasingly surreal
animations, growing more and more nightmarish an®ggfarre as simulation, simulacra, and
self become subsumed into a digital soup of h Is. Even as it sinks into apocalyptic
incomprehensibility, the music remains foolishly ¥@timistic and bright-eyed to the very end.

This piece was written in collaboration witM#licigl who created and storyboarded all the animations
in Blender. Many thanks to her and the brfggnt musicians of Alarm Will Sound, whose daring and
technical craft gave me the confidencygg writh something so enthusiastically absurd.

Q<<4mpleted 03/31/2025

Written for Al Will Sound, as part of the 2025 Mizzou International
Composers Festival

Dedicate created in collaboration with Elicia Neo, whose humor,
adv&ifirous know-how, and creativity were essential to this piece
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Score in C

Flute

Oboe

Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

Bassoon
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C Trumpet
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Vibraphone

Visuals

Keyboard

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

Dedicated to Elicia, whose humor and personality were crucial to this piece's development
Written for Alarm Will Sound, as part of the 2025 Mizzou International Composers Festival

YOU ARE A TOPOLOGICAL DONUT
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