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Program note: Something so striking about Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, besides its famed obsessiveness, is its
radical use of space. Silence suddenly permeates moments of climax, as in the first movement, or points of
arrival are delayed by long pedal tones, as in the third movement. In my response, impromptu, I use a chord
progression from the development of the first movement, savoring and expanding the space between each
harmony. I explore non-pitched or sparsely pitched textures between these harmonic columns, recasting the
common-practice tonality of Beethoven’s time in a decidedly ‘non-tonal’ way, like echoes or shadows of a
tradition past. The visual metaphor I have in mind is holding his manuscript under a powerful microscope and
seeing all the little grains and details and fibers of the paper in between each inky chord on the page.



Instrumentation

3 flutes (3rd doub. picc.)

3 oboes

3 Bb clarinets (3rd doub. Bb bass clarinet)
3 bassoons (3rd doub. contrabassoon)

4 F horns
3 C trumpets

2 trombones

1 tuba

timpani
2 percussion:

perc. 1: crotales + water bowl (see below), small flower pots (2, different sizes), resonant glass bottles
(2), claves (2), small woodblock, hi-hat, sus. cymbal, tam-tam, bass drum (shared)
perc. 2: vibraphone, crotales + water bowl, snare drum, guiro, capiz shell chimes, bass drum (shared)

the following unpitched percussion staft is used:

large
3 small claves triangle
bass drum SUSCYIls gullro woodblock _  » X Py B
1 - T I f |
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tam-tam hi-hat snare flower glass bottles

pots

the following crotales are used:
perc.1 be perc.2

F R O SR

harp
violin I
violin 11

viola

cello

doublebass
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Performance Notes

in general
* the following quarter-tone notation is used in this piece: 34w
1/4 tone el
sharp
1/4 tone # # m
flat
3/4 tone h g ﬁ

$

approx. microtonal deviations from

b quarter-tone divisions

starting at rehearsal H, there are four non-tempered overtone harmonies. Here, the natural & flat accidentals with a downward arrow refer
to the approx. tuning of the 7th partial (-31 cents), while the quarter tones refer to the approx. tuning of the 11th partial (-49 cents). In the
Ab OT chord, the 11th partial is tempered to help perserve the tritone substitution relationship with the alternating Dy OT chord.

(tempered
11th partial)

DsOT  A»OT E+OT G;OT
* exponential crescendo: ———
* al niente: ——— o
* dal niete: o—x———""

* the non-conventional playing techniques in this piece are generally ppp, a/ways meant to evoke a delicate sound world and should never
be executed "aggressively"

* an instructional video may be provided upon request demo'ing the woodwind and string techniques
* any other questions may be directed to the composer: katherine.balch91@gmail.com

* duration: c. 4'45"

woodwinds
* tongue pizz. (flute and bassson): short percussive sound produced by a plosive "toh" into the mouthpiece/emboucher hole [ﬁ]

* air sounds are notated with diamond noteheads. If applicable, a syllable articulation will be provided or amount of pitch/air will be

indicated
* flute bisb. (flute): timbre trill, always choose fingerings that are very soft and delicate

* flute jet whistles (flute): there are two types of jet whistles in this piece, on with an upward shape [gi Y ] ("hoo-eet" sound) and one

with downward shape [ %] ("shee-00" sound) Both should be very short/quick with a plosive stop at the end of the envelope.
* bassoon fl.t. "purr" sound: flutter tongue without reed to produce a gentle, purr-like effect [%]

brass

* air sounds are indicated with diamond noteheads

* all brass require practice mutes in addition to standard mutes. The dynamics for practice mute sections should always feel like a shadow
or very distant filagree, the conductor should adjust dynamics accordingly to achieve this effect.

harp

* harmonics written where fingered (sounding &va)

* harpist requires plectrum

strings

* in general: x-noteheads indicate a sound that is unpitched/has a non-determinant pitch
* m.s.t = molto sul tasto // s.t. = sul tasto // s.p. = sul pont // m.s.p. = molto sul pont
* jeté: bounce bow, let sound die naturally [ ]

* col legno battuto (c.1.b.) x-noteheads are notated on the following clef & staff [ ﬁ"_ ] to show relative vertical bow position. More
sul tasto will result in a lower pitch while more su/ pont will result in a higher pitch. The string (I, IT, III, IV) is always indicated above the
notehead. The LH dampens strings, or harmonic pressure at the half-way nodes on the lengths of the strings and does not shift. The
resultant sound is a wvery delicate, high clicking/ tapping effect.

T
* with this clef system, glissandi [ ﬁ;; ] indicate no horizontal bow motion, a/ways strike the string with the same part of the stick
while glissing up and down the fingerboard.

* decrescendos in parenthesis: indicates that sound will naturally decay as part of the gesture

]

* all other non-standard techniques described in score when the first appear

* crunch: rotate bow overpressure near frog, unpitched "chop" [E
X

* all string require practice mutes in addition to regular mutes. The dynamics for practice mute sections should always feel like a shadow
or very distant filagree, the conductor should adjust dynamics accordingly to achieve this effect.



Flute 1

Flute 2

Flute 3

Oboe 1

Bb Clarinet 1

Bb Clarinet 2

Bb Bass Clarinet

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Bassoon 3

FHorns 1 &3

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Harp

solo
Violin I

gli altri

solo
Violin IT

gli altri

solo
Viola

gli altri

solo
Violoncello

gli altri

Contrabass
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