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Once upon a time
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Even better, a song bird lived at 
the top of the tree and would sing 
beautiful songs all afternoon.
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Peter's grandfather took no notice of any of this 
as long as Peter left the duck alone. The duck, 
you see, was grandfather's favorite pet.
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and he would always lock Peter inside the tall fence with strict orders not to leave the yard, lest he get attacked and eaten by a wolf.
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Day after day Peter got more and more angry at being locked in the yard on those sunny summer days while the cat
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would climb the fence and scamper away to hunt for field mice and roll in the cat nip.
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All Peter could do was to sit on the tree limb and look across the flowery meadow at the cool blue lake
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"It's no fun being stuck up here and bullying the cat
when I could be down there bullying all of them,"
said Peter to himself. "I need a plan to get out of here!"
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Suddenly, Peter got an idea that would both get rid of the duck and make 
grandfather see that he could surely handle any mean old wolf!
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The next day, after grandfather had once again gone hunting, Peter cornered grandfather's pet duck...
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Then plucked out all its feathers.
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Finally, he dug a hole and buried the duck.
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Peter then gathered up all the feathers and stuffed them into his pocket, 
grabbed a length of rope, and a jar of molasses from the pantry.U
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Shortly, out of the meadow came the wolf.
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Finally, Peter snagged the wolf's tail and pulled him up just off the ground.
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"Look!" shouted Peter. "Look! The wolf ate your pet duck and I've caught him. 
Now shoot him! Shoot him quick!" So grandfather and his friends opened fire.
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So the tale you grew up with is in no way true. Peter wasn't
a hero. The victims were the wolf and the poor duck too.
So where did this version come from?
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A little birdie told it to me
and now I've told it to you.
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