
Uptown Express
Robert Wendel

Duration: 6:45

Instrumentation: Piccolo, 2 Flutes, 2 Oboes, English Horn (Opt), 2 Bb Clarinets,
Bass Clarinet (Opt), 2 Bassoons (Opt), 4 Horns, 4 Bb Trumpets (4th Opt),
2 Trombones, Bass Trombone, Tuba, Timpani, Drum Set, Chimes, Vibes,

Glock, High & Low Wood Blocks, Bongos, Suspended Cymbal, Bass Drum,
High & Low Anvils, Tam-Tam, Piano (Opt), Harp, and Strings.

This work was inspired by many a subway ride uptown on the "A" train in
New York City. There is the quiet of the station and then the deep rumble of the
approaching train back in the tunnel. The train enters the station and the brakes
squeal as the train rolls to a stop and the doors open. Relative quiet returns but

for foot steps and various mechical and electrical noises. Finally, the door chimes
ring, the doors close and after a moment's pause, the train begins to roll. Speed and
attendent noises increase as the train runs over switch tracks and loose rail joints.

At last the train reaches full speed and the "music" of the subway begins: fragments,
dissonances, and short motifs collide and combine as the train rolls through the dark
tunnel, now and then passing into the light as it speeds through one local stop after
another. Finally the train bursts into its destination station. The breaks squeal once

again, and the train slowly grinds and bangs to a full stop and the air brakes release.

Musical elements of this work are a fusion of classical, polytonality, minimalism, and jazz.

This work is available on rental only and may NOT be distributed or re-distributed
by any means, whether physical or electronic, and may not be sold, resold, rented,

loaned, or otherwise distributed in any without the express permission of the publisher.

Published and distributed exclusively by:

Robert Wendel Music
467 West 163rd St  Suite 3

New York, NY  10032
212-928-9094

Performance Clearance:
 

BMI
© 2012 by Robert Wendel     ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Made in USA     International copyright secured



&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

&

&

&

?

?

?

÷

&

&

?

&

?

&

&

&

&

B

?

?

?

#

# #

# #

# #

#

#

# #

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Engish Horn

Bb Clarinet 1

Bb Clarinet 2

Bass Clar.

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Contra Bssn.

F. Horn 1
2

F. Horn 34

Trumpet 
1
2
3
4

Trombone 1
2

Bass Tbn
Tuba

Timpani

Traps

Mallets

Percussion

Violin 1a

Violin 1b

Violin 2a

Violin 2b

Viola

Cello 1

Cello 2

Double Bass

Harp

Piano

√

√

1
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1
∑

1
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1
∑

∑

∑

1
wæ

∑

1
∑

∑

1
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1
∑

Bass Drum

Allegro q = 128

Allegro q = 128

Allegro q = 128

Allegro q = 128

∏

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

wwb æ

p

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

ww

∏

æ
p

æ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w#

w

ww

F

æ
p

æ

æ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

ww

æ

æ

æ

F

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

Ó
˙b

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w w

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

wwb

ww

f

æ

æ

æ

f

Tu.

C Bn Cue:

( )

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó ˙

w#

w

w

∑

∑

Ó . œ

Ó .
œ

Ó ˙#

Œ
.˙bw

w w

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

ww

ww

ww

f

æ

æ

æ

f

f

f

4.

f

Œ
.˙b

Œ
.˙

Œ
.˙b

Ó
3œ œ œ#

Œ œ 3œ œ œ#

˙
3

œ œ# œ

Ó
3œ œ œ#

Œ œ 3œ œ œ#

œ œ#
3

œ œ œ#

œn œ#
3

œ œ œ#

œ œn
3

œ œ# œ

œ œ
3

œ# œ œ#

∑

∑

Œ œ
3

œœ œœ œœ##˙̇ œœ œœb œœn#

œœ œœ##
3

œœ œœ œœ##

œœ œœn
3

œœ# œœb œœn#

w w

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

ww

ww

ww

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

æ

ƒ
æ

ƒ
æ

ƒ

f

f

f

f

f

3. 2.

J
œ

‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó

œ# .
Œ Ó

œ.
Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó

œ. .˙
>

œ
.

.˙
>

œ# .
.˙b

>

œ
.

.>̇

Ó ˙̇
>>

Ó ˙̇b
>>

œœ
.

Œ Óœœb
Œ Ó

œœ
.. ..˙̇>>

œœb
.

..˙̇b
>>

Œ .˙
>

æ

·

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

Sus Cym

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

w

w

œœ œœbn œœ œœbb

œœ œœb œœb œœn

∑

ww

ww

wæ

·

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

f

f

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w#

wb

w

wb

˙̇ ˙̇b

˙̇b ˙̇b

∑

ww##

wwb

wæ

·

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

F

F

F

F

F

F

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

wb

w

˙̇n ˙̇

˙̇bb ˙̇

∑

ww

wwb

wæ

·

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

3

œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ

3

œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ

3

œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ
3

œb œ œ
3

œ œ œ

3

œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ
3

œb œ œ
3

œ œ œ

3

œ# œ œ
3

œ œ œ
3

œn œ œ
3

œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

f

f

f

f

f

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

w

wb

ww

wwbb

∑

ww

wwb

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œb œ œ œ œb œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œb œ œ œ

œn œ œb œ œ œ œb œ

œn œ œb œ œ œ œb œ

œ œ œb œ œ œ œb œ

∑

∑

∑

P

P

Robert Wendel

© 2012 by Robert Wendel       ALL RIGHTS RESERVED        MADE IN USA        International copyright secured.

Uptown Express



&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

&

&

&

?

?

?

÷

&

&

?

&

?

&

&

&

&

B

?

?

?

#

# #

# #

# #

#

#

# #

Picc

Fl 1

Fl 2

Ob 1

Ob 2

E Hn

Cl 1

Cl 2

B Cl

Bn 1

Bn 2

C Bn

Hn 12

Hn 34

Tpt 
1
2
3
4

Tbn 12

B Tbn
Tuba

Timp

Traps

Mallets

Perc

Vln 1a

Vln 1b

Vln 2a

Vln 2b

Vla

Vcl 1

Vcl 2

D.B.

Hp.

Pno.

14
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

14
∑

14
∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œb œ

14
œ œ œb œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

14
∑

∑

∑

14
∑

∑

14
∑

∑

14
∑

3
œ œ œ

3

œb œ œ

3

œb œ œ
3

œ œ œ

3

œ œ œ
3

œb œ œ

3

œ œ œ
3

œb œ œ

3

œ œ œ
3

œb œ œ

∑

∑

14
∑

F

F

F

F

F

(
CBn Cue:

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œb œ œ# œn

œb œ œb œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó ˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

wb

w

w

w

Ó ˙̇#

Ó ˙̇b

Ó ˙̇b

P

æ

P

P

P

P

P
æ

P
æ

P

P

Rit.

Rit.

Rit.

Rit.

æ

∑

wb

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

∑

Œ ‰ j
œ œ œ œ

∑

w

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

jœ
>

‰ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

jœœœ#
fl ‰ Œ Ó

J
œœb ‰ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

jœœ#
>

‰ Œ Ó

jœœb
>

‰ Œ Ó

jœœb
>

‰ Œ Ó

p

p

P

p

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

Slower q = 88

Slower q = 88

Slower q = 88

Slower q = 88

16

16

16

16

p

∑

J
œ

‰ Œ Ó

wb

∑

∑

∑

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

w

w

‰ Jœ
œ œ œ œ

œ .˙

œ .˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

3

jœ œ
Œ Œ

3

jœ œ

Œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ Œ

∑

Œ .˙

∑

∑

Ó œ œ œb œ

Œ œ œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

p

p

P

π

F

p

P

∑

wb

J
œ

‰ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

w

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

œ .˙

˙ œ œ

œ .˙

œ .˙

Ó
3

œ#

-Ñ

œ

-Ñ

œ

-Ñ

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó Œ

3

jœ œ

œ œ œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ Œ

˙ ˙b

Œ .˙

˙̇
˙#

˙̇
˙n

bb

∑

∑

Œ .
.

˙
˙
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Ȯ# Ȯbn
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Ȯ# Ȯbn

Ȯ## Ȯnn
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